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NOTE:

For scenes | abeled as "Wek 2" the | ead, Al ex, has a severe
rel apse of her fornmer severe stuttering ailnment. In these
scenes, ALL her speech is heavily "nmunbl ed" to the viewer
and is mainly conmmuni cated through the context of the scene.
The words that she is attenpting to say during the "Wek 2"
scenes are witten here, in the script.



| NT. COFFEE SHOP (WEEK TWO) - NOON

A bustling hive of activity and caffeinated aromas. Meeti ngs
of business and of casual nature occur within the open
| ayout .

At the head of the line is a CUSTOMER (21M. He inpatiently
wat ches the BARI STA (19F) filling his cup at the espresso
machi ne.

She conpletes the intricate dance of coffee making by
securely pressing a lid onto the cup. The Barista slides the
dri nk across the counter.

BARI STA
Anything else | can do for you today?

CUSTOVER
That's it, thanks.

The Customer flashes her a smle and wal ks to the exit.

ALEX (21M approaches wearing a bl ack jacket and a baseball
cap, seem ngly undercover. Aside from her clothing, she is
usi ng cheap bl ack earbuds and has stubble over his face.

Al ex is speaking into the receiver on her earbuds.

BARI STA
Hel | o, wel cone to Scribbles, how can
| hel p you today?

In her hand, Alex is witing on a napkin. She hands it over
to the barista with a weak smle.

The barista takes the napkin with a confused | ook. The
bari sta gl ances at the napkin and then back at Al ex. Still
conf used.

Al ex points to the napkin.
ALEX
H, | would |ike the Skinny Vanilla
Latte.
Her speech is choppy and difficult to clearly understand.
BARI STA
Just to confirm you said the Skinny
Vanilla Latte?

Al ex awkwardly nods and surveys the growi ng |ine behind her.



BARI STA (cont' d)
Any specifications? Add-ins or a mlk
pref erence or--

ALEX
--Up to you, whatever you recomrend.

It takes a second for The Barista to conprehend the speech
of Al ex.

BARI STA
Awesonme, that's it?

Al ex nods in confirmation.

BARI STA (cont' d)
Nane?

ALEX
Anne.

The friendly barista ignores the awkward manner in which he
answers.

BARI STA
kay, easy enough! Ckay, Anne, your
total is four sixty-nine.
The barista noves to the cash register.
Al ex maneuvers his debit card out of his |eather wallet.

ALEX
Thanks! Thank you.

He nods repeatedly.

BARI STA
No t hank you! Have a nice day Ma' am
We'll have that ready for you in a

f ew m nut es.

Al ex steps out of line and sits down at the nearest enpty
seat .

She opens his "Voice Menps" and stops a recordi ng. She
replays the entire conversation with the barista. She
repeats each phrase until they sound cl ear and steady.

ALEX
H, | would like the Skinny Vanilla
Latte.



ALEX (cont' d)
Up to you, whatever you recommend.

ALEX (cont' d)
Anne. Anne. Anne.

ALEX (cont' d)
For today.

Am dst the other conversations, her errant nunblings becone
noticed. Eyes begin to linger towards Alex's direction
foll owed by targeted whispers and | aughter.

Cutting through his repeating words, she hears the barista.

BARI STA
Clarke! Is there a O arke here?
Cl ar ke!

Al ex surveys the crowded coffee shop for the drink's owner.

I NT. RADI O STATI ON ( RECORDI NG ROOM) - DAY

A radio showis live. THREE panelists sit around a tabl e,
each wearing a headset and speaking into a m crophone. JADE
(21F) is focused on the man across from her. The nman, BRYAN,
(20M is animated in both his speech and acti ons.

Alex is in front of the station conmputer and has his |aptop
open to his side.

BYRAN
No matter where they're fromor who
t hey worship is conpletely
irrelevant. The ethics of creating
even nore advanced A.l. should scare
everyone. At |east worry. Deepfakes
are becom ng security risks and with
no regulation, it's the wild west!

JADE
What ever Skynet reality you're living
in... it doesn't exist, you're

del usi onal !

Al ex turns her attention away fromthe conversation and
| ooks at the clock.

JADE (cont'd)
The tech that you' re making-up is
centuries, probably even di nensions

away.
( MORE)



JADE (cont' d)
Benefits are only on the horizon. W
have basic principles that restrict
the "WIld West" from ever becom ng
mai nst r eam

BRYAN
(1 aughi ng)
Do you actually believe-
ALEX
-Ww, |ooking at the tine guys-
BRYAN
-Let me finish this. Do you actually
bel i eve-
ALEX

-W're going to have to make this an
ongoi ng topic so you two can have
sonmet hing to debate next week.

Bryan shakes his head in frustration.

ALEX (cont' d)
But till then, we're all out of tine
for today. |I'myour host Al ex Dorian.

Al ex points to the others to sign out, starting wi th Jade.

ALEX (cont' d)
Ms. Cur aneo-

JADE
-Jade Curaneo here, and find ne on
Twitter, right on the NewsWek
account .

Al ex points to Bryan

BRYAN
Bryan, and as you all know | am
banned on Twitter so just follow ny
Ti kTok RunBJRun and | guess the
NewsWeek outlet on Twitter too.

Alex rolls his eyes.

ALEX
As al ways, you can trust that we wll
deliver the weirdest news stories
that you definitely m ssed, |ocal and
global. This is NewsWek signing out.
Thanks for |istening everyone and

( MORE)



ALEX (cont' d)
remenber to stay i nforned.

Popul ar contenporary mnusic fades in. They take off their
headphones.

ALEX (cont' d)
And wrap.

JADE
So Al ex? Was that too much or do you
think we should do a bit nore?

ALEX
That was basically perfect.
Especially when Bryan kept cutting ne
off just now | was feeling the heat!
G eat work.

Jade and Bryan begin to pack up.
ALEX (cont' d)

By the way, I'll be here fifteen
m nutes early next week.

He | ooks at the three pairs of eyes for confirmation.
BRYAN
Is that a prom se? Are you sure that
you want to make that?

The two | ook at each other and sml|les grow. Jade faces
Bryan.

JADE
An Early Alex? 1'll believe it when
see it.
Bryan and Jade | augh.
BRYAN
That said "Bell" anyone? It is "Taco
Tuesday".
JADE

It's always "Taco Tuesday" when we
have a show.

The two begin to wal k out of the recording booth. Al ex
begi ns wrapping up all three sets of headphone cords.



ALEX
Save ne a seat, I'll clean up, and
| ock up shop. You guys go ahead. I'I]
meet you there.

JADE
W' || stay and hel p-

ALEX
Don't worry about it. Get a head-
start. I'll neet you there.
Hopeful ly, they don't run out of

chal upas.
Jade nods in agreenent.

Bryan begins to stretch as if he is about to run a marathon.

BRYAN
I"'mfeeling sixish today. | had five
last tinme... I'mjust feeling it
t oday.

ALEX

Wen | get there it's double digits
t oday guys. That debate built up ny
appetite.

Bryan | ooks at Alex in shock and grabs Jade's hand.

JADE
We'l|l see you in a few

Jade and Bryan wave to Al ex and wal k out of the booth.
JADE (cont'd)
See you soon.
I NT. RADI O STATI ON ( RECORDI NG ROOM) - LATER
RECORDI NG ROOM CLEANI NG MONTAGE:
--Pushes the sw vel chairs.
--Repositions the m crophones.
--Waps the headphone cords.
-- O eans not epaper scraps.

--Slides her MacBook into her bag and zips it.



END OF RECORDI NG ROOM CLEANI NG MONTAGE

She conpletes the DJ log on the station's conputer and | eans
onto his hosting chair. She sighs. She submts her | og and
stands up and puts her bag on her shoul der. Her head turns
to the door. She twi sts her swivel chair and | ooks up at the
col orful board behind her of

She pushes in her chair and the door slowy creeps open.
Al ex | ooks to the door with a surprised expression.

CLARKE (22M enters the booth. He is carrying a stack of
vinyl records. He acts excited but speaks very softly.

CLARKE
Al ex, That great show Your segnent
about the "False Alarm Sets O f
Nucl ear Scare |In Canada" was conci se,
but still enthralling. Really
i npressed. Great work.

ALEX
You |listened to the whol e show?

CLARKE
| started listening as soon as ny
class ended so | think I m ssed about
the first fifteen. I have to scout
out the conpetition. Stay aware of
t he | andscape.

He grows a devilish smle
ALEX

(j oki ngly)
Qoo. Scaring ne.

CLARKE
Real |y though, great work for a
first-year show.

They cross each other. Alex noves to the door and C arke
takes a seat in front of the conputer.

ALEX
Ni ce seeing you C arke.

Clarke takes a record out of its cover and drops it on the
pl ayer.

She puts her hand on the door handle and pulls it down.



CLARKE
Al ex, | actually was hoping I could
ask you sonet hi ng too.

Al ex turns her head back, |ooking at him He has the
headphones around hi s neck now.

ALEX
Uh... Sure.

She lets go of the door and turns to face C arke.

The record starts to spin and the nusic fills the studio. He
speaks but the nusic is too |loud to nmake out his words.

Cl arke adjusts the volunme of the nusic and | ooks back at
Al ex.

CLARKE
More accurately | guess, | have to
tell you sonething.

Alex inmpatiently |ooks at him He stares back at her in a
sort of standoff.

CLARKE (cont'd)
Can you take a seat?

He gestures to the seat right next to him She slowy
approaches the chair, pulls it out, and sits in it. She
turns to face him

ALEX
Yeah?
CLARKE
I"mchanging the tine of ny show.
ALEX
Oh Ah... why?
CLARKE
My job is changing ny hours. They
want me to cone and open until | can

hand the baton to the next guy.
Knowi ng she has to | eave, she fidgets in her seat.

ALEX
My gosh, that sucks. That happened to
me at ny job back at honme but | told
them"1'"min high school”... "Can't
do that".
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She produces an artificial |augh and gl ances at the cl ock.
He begins to speak but she cuts himoff.

ALEX (cont' d)
I"msorry but ny class starts at
quarter to and parking at Franklin is
a bitch. You have ny email, if you
want to send ne sonething or if you
want to get a coffee sonetine to talk
["mtotally down.

She waps her fingers around the arnrest and begins to push
hersel f off of the seat.

He | eans over to her and PUSHES down on the top of her thigh
to keep her down. It's a tight squeeze on her thigh.

Hi s hand does not nove. H's eyes are | ocked on her face.

She gl ances at her thigh and then stares at him Confusion
buil ds on her face.

CLARKE
Can you sit? Pl ease?

Wth one hand she tries to push himoff of her. He obliges
and takes his hand off and returns it to his side.

ALEX
(sharply)

What ?

CLARKE
| talked to Conor. We're sw tching
showtines. | wanted to tell you in
person. | can't do this tinme anynore
with ny job... I'"'msorry, | know you

have to go.
The old song fromthe 1920s fades out.

He | ooks away fromher and turns his attention to the
conput er. She hol ds her gaze on C arKke.

CLARKE (cont'd)
You just listened to | sham Jones and
Ray MIller's chart-topping tune from
the year 1925 "I'll See You in My
Dreans”. This is "The One-Hundred
Year Timewarp" hosted by yours truly,
Cl arke Wl fe.



11.

ALEX
VWat? | can't do this time slot.

Wth an annoyed | ook, Cl arke holds a finger to his |lips and
noves it to Al ex.

Al ex stands up, puts the bag on her shoul der, and wal ks out
of the booth.

CLARKE
["l'l guide you fromthe age of
Prohibition to the Decade that Kkicked
off COVID-19. Two songs for every ten
years and | just might et you know
about what was going on in the world
when each was released. I'll let you
in on the twenties and thirties next
break but until then you all and
listen to this gem

Cl arke places a new record on the player and spins it. A
song fromthe thirties begins playing.

He quickly lowers the volune and turns back to his mc. He
fades the nusic in.

CLARKE (cont'd)
Al so, | have a great surprise
announcenent to all of you | oyal
listeners at the top of the hour. See
you all then.

He fades the nusic in.

I NT. ALEX'S CAR - LATER
The car is clean and orderly.

Alex sits in the driver's seat of the car, still visibly
shaken. She has her phone to her ear.

The radio is on and is lightly heard in the background
(playi ng ex. Wesley R chnond Banj o Song).

ALEX
Hey Matt, | just left the studio
after ny show and |I just wanted to
ask you a qui ck question.

Al ex dusts the dash of the car with her naked hand as she
speaks.
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MATT (V. Q)
Uh yeah... Sure, go ahead.

ALEX
Cl arke cane in and said sonet hing
weird. | don't knowif it was just a

stupid joke or what. But he said that
our shows were switching slots. |
just wanted to clarify that that's
not happeni ng.

MATT (V. Q)
Al ex.

He rel eases a deep sigh.

MATT (V.Q) (cont'd)
I don't know why he felt he had to
say that.

ALEX
So he's just an asshol e who made ne
| ate for class? Nothing' s happeni ng?

She begins to stutter her words.

MATT (V. Q)
You shoul d get to class we can talk
about this later. Call ne then.

ALEX
So there is nore to it? Just tell if
he was being straight wth ne.

Matt sighs even deeper.

MATT (V. Q)
I don't want you to be |ate.

ALEX
I'"malready going to be late for him
so who gives a fuck

The nmusic on the radi o fades out.

CLARKE (V. O.)
And that was Wesl ey Richnond pl ayi ng-

MATT (V. Q)
I amnot going to talk to you're when
your speaking like that. W nmade a
decision that | still believe will be
a benefit for the station as a whol e.
( MORE)
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MATT (V.O.) (cont'd)
If you want to speak to ne, in a
respectful manner, cone to ny office
on Thursday, during my office hours.
What ever questions you have, the tine
is yours. You can wite themdown to
be prepared and have a clear mnd, or
whatever | don't like | said the tine
is yours. The entire tine. | had tinme
set aside to call you and | ay
everything out for you and your team
at two today. | guess O arke was
excited to break the news-

CLARKE (V. Q.)
-"Heartbreak Sunset” a remarkable
fol ktune from 1988 fromthe great
state of Kentucky. Now, | hinted at
it earlier in programbut | do have a
bit of a bonbshell. Some coul d ever
describe it as a "Nuke". There are
not too many other ways to describe
it. So... Bang! "The One-Hundred Year
Timewarp” is mgrating to the prine
time norning slot of eight to ten. W
have the luxury to do this thanks to
our sister program "NewsWek" who
agreed to switch show tinmes with us.
They run a great show and | am sure
that it will continue to get even
better.

She shuts off her phone cutting himoff. Alex |eans onto the
steering wheel and threads her fingers into her hair.

CLARKE (V.QO) (cont'd)
Agai n for everyone you can catch "The
One- Hundred Year Tinmewarp" eight to
ten begi nni ng next week. And now here
is another tune fromthe great Wesley
Ri chnmond, and if you don't, I'lI
enl i ghten you next break.

He fades out and a "Wesl ey Ri chnond Banjo Song" begins to
pl ay.

I NT. APARTMENT - ALEX'S ROOM - NI GHT

Al ex sits at her desk, head down, with her hands in her

hair. The same position as in her car. She slides her hands
out of her hair.
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A conpact stylized femal e bedroom Alex has nmade it her own.
A gol den record that reads NEWSWEEK #2 sits on a shelf.

She wears a tee-shirt and shorts. On her |aptop she's
wor ki ng on a math assignnent and wites her work into a
not e- book.

Al ex opens the Podcast of "NewsWek" fromearlier that day.

She reviews the show, line by |ine.
ALEX
Musi ¢ cued, fade out. Three, two, one
and- -
(beat)

On cue, we hear Alex introducing the show and the panelists
fromthe recording

ALEX V. O
And al ongside ne is the |ovely and
ta-tal ented Jade Curaneo.

ALEX
Can you articulate you idiot?

Hearing herself, she notices mnor vocal flubs. Al ex scrubs
to another tine further into the recording.

BRYAN V. O
| believe that as we've seen in the
past, we will see their energence
once agai n!

ALEX V. O
Like | said | ast week, M. Sarver,
and I'll say it again; this is not

" Specul ati onWeek” we deal with facts
and | deal with the truth

Al ex is having obvious problenms with articulating sinple
words and is funbling through words beginning with "S" and
contai ning "TH".

ALEX
So now you have a lisp too Al ex,
awesone!
What the hell! Radio is a perfect
path for soneone who can't say
"somet hi ng"!

Al ex picks up her laptop and walks with it, all the while he
continues listening to the recording.
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He makes his way to a mrror and watches her mouth structure
as he repeats everything that the "Past Al ex" had.

ALEX V. O
Qur next topic for today cones to us
froma region we've not given any
love to as of late, and that's
Geor gi a.

ALEX
Qur next topic for ta-today cones to
us froma regi on we have not.

Her newfound stammer is infuriating her.

ALEX (cont' d)
Qur next topic for ta-today cones
froma region we have not spoke to
(before-beat Topic for ta- today
conmes to-beat) Topic for ta-today
cones to-

Her speech is worse than before. Stammering has greatly
i ncreased, along with her anger.

ALEX (cont' d)
Fuck!

She is incredibly tense. Alex's clenched left fist smacks
her left thigh. Hard.

Qut of breath, she | eans agai nst her apartnent counter-top.

ALEX (cont' d)
We surely shall see the sunshine
soon. W surely shall see the
sunshi ne soon. W surely shall see
t he sunshi ne soon.

I NT. DEAN OF COLLECGE OF COVMUNI CATI ONS CFFI CE LOBBY - DAY

ALEX
We surely shall see the sunshine
soon. W surely shall see the
sunshi ne
soon. W surely shall see the
sunshi ne soon.

Al ex stares at the back of the SECRETARY's (24M conputer
noni t or.
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Alex is sitting in a bland | obby. Gray and white color the
room The secretary sits behind a desk.

SECRETARY
Hello, can | help you yet? Mss?

Al ex nods and slowy approaches the desk.

ALEX
| need to talk to Ms. Acker man.

SECRETARY
M's. Ackerman does not have tine
schedul ed for wal k-in neetings for
t he next few weeks. Do you have a
schedul ed appoi ntnent for today?

ALEX
No. But | need to speak to her.

SECRETARY
Ms. Ackerman's neetings are in half-
hour intervals. If you would like to
schedul e a nmeeting | can help you
with that?

Al ex stares at the door to Ms. Ackerman's office. She nods
her head.

SECRETARY (cont' d)
Her next available neeting tinme is on
the twenty-third. Does that work for
you?

Al ex shakes her head.

ALEX
What ?

SECRETARY
If you need tine to check your
cal endar.

She conti nues to shake her head.

I NT. STUDENT AFFAI RS OFFI CE - DAY

Al ex sits across fromthe HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS (46M, at
hi s desk.
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HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS
| believe that the Dean of the
Col | ege of Conmmuni cations coul d best
hel p you with that.

I NT. LECTURE HALL - DAY
A TEACHI NG ASSI STANT (22M stands in an enpty |lecture hall.

TEACHI NG ASSI STANT
Ww, that sucks.

I NT. STUDENT MEDI A OFFI CE - DAY

Al ex sits across fromthe HEAD OF STUDENT MEDI A (36F), at
hi s desk.

HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS
Did you schedule a neeting with the
Dean of the Coll ege of
Conmruni cat i ons?

I NT. LECTURE HALL - DAY

TEACHI NG ASSI STANT
What are you going to do about it?

I NT. STUDENT AFFAI RS OFFI CE - DAY
Alex sits at the office desk, visibly jaded.

HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS
So you're stating that he took your
show and now since his friend wanted
your personal tinme slot and is
forcing you to create a podcast
instead of a live show?

ALEX
Yes, without ny teamls consent. It
was forced upon us.

HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS
They didn't offer you an alternative
live slot instead? That seens
strange.
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ALEX
It should never have been taken from
us in the first place! And they
didn't offer another tine. It
woul dn't have mattered ny team s
schedul e only worked in that slot.

He turns to his desktop and begins to type on the keyboard.

HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS
"Il tell you what. It hurts nme to
see a student having a nmal experience
"Il send Ms. Ackerman an e-mail. And
tell her your situation. Hopefully,
we can get everything in order here.

ALEX
M. Marks... They forced ne to give
up the slot.

He continues to type on his desktop.

HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS
How did they force you to? They
pressured you? Did they threaten you?
Who?

He takes his eyes off of his conputer and | ooks at Alex in
t he eyes.

ALEX
WIIl | get the slot back?

HEAD OF STUDENT AFFAI RS
| don't know, Alex. Did soneone
t hreaten you?
I NT. ALEX' S CAR - LATER

The car is a ness.

Alex sits in the driver's seat of the car, still visibly
shaken but gai ni ng exposure.

Her speech is strong and without a stutter.

ALEX
Hey Jade, | got the slot back. Let
Bryan know pl ease, |I'mgoing to be
busy with school and preparing for

t he show.
( MORE)
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ALEX (cont' d)
I"l'l see you both at the regul ar
time, the regular tine. I'Il be
early, | prom se.

I NT. RADI O STATI ON - RECORDI NG ROOM - NOON

Jade and Bryan are around the table preparing and setting up
for the forthcom ng show. The show cl ock displays el even
fifty-six.

BRYAN
You never answered ny text. How d she
convi nce then?

JADE
Al'l | could have responded was "I DK"
since she never responded to nme when
| asked that sanme question to her.

Jade and Bryan are setting up by plugging i n headphones,
booti ng up m crophones, and adjusting m crophone | engt hs.

BRYAN
Are you sure she's actually com ng?
Haven't seen her since the |last tinme
we recor ded.

JADE
If she texted nme, she's going to be
here. W always start on tine and for
sone reason, | have confi dence she
won't be late for once.

EXT. RADI O STATI ON - CONTI NUQUS

A key-card sw pes, and an approving beep replies. A thick
bi nder carried snugly with the |eft hand. The door sw ngs
open.

I NT. RADI O STATI ON ( RECORDI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Jade and Bryan take their respective seats and unzip their
bags.

JADE
You got your three stories?

BRYAN
Found four actually.
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JADE
| actually got four too. One or two
wi || probably overlap. Who knows what
she'I'l bring.

The room becones defl ated. Silence i nvades the studio.

BRYAN
If worse cones to worst we could
probabl y host oursel ves.

Bryan notions to the papers.

BRYAN (cont' d)
Wth these.

Jade reluctantly nods.

JADE
We're live in three

I NT. RADI O STATI ON ( HALLWAY) - CONTI NUQUS

Foot steps stab the floor and advance quickly. The door to
the | obby is grabbed. W see the thick binder again,
clutched with care. The | obby door opens. Darkness.

I NT. RADI O STATI ON ( RECORDI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Jade stares at the clock. It switches to fifty-seven. One of
the professors (32F) that Al ex questioned wal ks past, not
m ssing a stride or |ooking into the studio.

The papers are | aying out between them both. They are prined
to start the show

JADE
Bry, queue the intro. Let's get ready
for this.

A rapid burst of knocks hit the door. Jade and Bryan | ook at
each other. They both stand up.

JADE (cont' d)
| got it. Get it ready.

Jade opens it slowy which Al ex pushes through to quickly
enter. Alex is expressionless. Seem ngly aware of the | ack
of time, she inmmediately proceeds toward her hosting chair.
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JADE (cont'd)
Where the hell were you?

BRYAN
Yeah, | haven't seen you since the
| ast show.

Al ex ignores the questioning.

She whi ps his bag off and renoves her jacket. She |ays down
t he binder, renoves his |aptop fromhis bag.

The binder is organized, with various colored sticky notes
acting as booknarks.

ALEX
Pl anni ng and preparing for this week.
Had to catch up on ny classes too. So
what is our |ine-up?

JADE
We found a bit about a baker
supplying both factions in the
sociopolitical unrest in El Sal vador.
And the death toll is exponentially
ri sing every day.

ALEX
Great work. | like it. Sounds..
interesting. It'll probably be cut
for tine.

BRYAN
What ?

Alex pulls a red fol der out of her bag.

ALEX
| just told you both. I've planned
and prepared for this. | have

sonet hi ng ready.
She pulls the stapled papers out of the folder.

Alex flips the binder open to a blue marker, the page is
titled "Intro" followed by a | engthy nonol ogue.

ALEX (cont' d)
What | have is literally breaking
news. We're not "commenting” on this,
we're reporting it.
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BRYAN

(j oki ngly)
What did you do! Kill soneone?

ALEX
(cont enpl ati ng)
Not quite. Bryan link it. And can you
actually sit on that side today?

Bryan | ooks at her with a confused expression. Alex answers
himw th a serious |ook. She gave hima conmand, not a
request .

Bryan pushes his papers to the other side of the table, and
wal ks around it, taking his bag with him

Al ex unl ocks, opens the "Voice Menp" app on his smartphone
and, hands it to Bryan. Bryan |inks Al ex's phone to the
station's equi pnent via aux cord. Bryan scrolls through the
phone' s catal og of hundreds upon hundreds of recordings.

Al ex opens and references his binder.

ALEX (cont' d)
Ready recording 81, 136.

BRYAN
Shit Alex, why in the hell do you
have four hundred, five hundred,
SiX... shit. What is this?

Bryan begins studying the oddities on his phone.

ALEX
Wien | say it, play them

Al ex adj usts her m crophone.

JADE
Live in thirty, everyone ready?

Cl arke casual ly wal ks past the w ndow of the studio carrying
mul tiple vinyl records. He is dressed formally.

He makes eye contact with Alex as he sees her and the team
in the recording studio. H's breathing grows uneven fromthe
shock of seeing the booth being occupied. He says sonething
but it is conpletely drowned out by the soundproofing of the
st udi o.

Sound goes stale and tine noves fast as Al ex watches C arke.

JADE (cont'd)
Ei ght. Seven.
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Clarke tries to open the | obby door, but it's |ocked. He
puts his records on the ground and takes his bag off of his
back. He unzips the bag and digs through it, noving books
and bi nders around.

Al ex stands up. She | ooks away from O arke and back to Bryan
armed with daggered eyes and breat hing heavily.

She wal ks over to the door, turns the | ock, and props a
chai r agai nst the doorknob.

ALEX
Stay on Menos! Don't go through ny
nmessages.

Her rage silences actions and words.

BRYAN

| wasn't on your mnessages-
ALEX

-W have a show to do. Ckay?
JADE

Thr ee.
ALEX

And Jade, turn the phone lines on.
She | ooks confused but does not question it. She nods.

JADE
Two. One.

Al'l three panelists are now unsettled and | ess prepared than
they were without their host. The nusic fades in and after
the tune plays, it fades out. Alex reads fromher mniature
not epad.

Cl arke finds his keycard and opens the door to the nmain
| obby. He opens the door.

ALEX
Hel | o everyone and wel cone to the
return of Newsweek- the unofficial
prem ere of season four

The doorknob on the studio door begins to rattle. Jade and
Bryan | ook at the door in surprise. Bryan slowy stands up
and approaches the door. Alex snaps her fingers three tines,
in the direction of Bryan. He | ooks back at her. She shakes
her head and points to his seat.



24.

Bryan complies and slowy returns to his seat and sits down.
The bangi ng conti nues.

ALEX (cont' d)

Even though a new senester hasn't
started enough has changed for us
here at the studio to slap a new
nunber on the show. W all need a
fresh start. As always, | am your
host that knows the nost, Al ex Dorian
and us at NewsWeek have been working
extrenmely hard to bring you, our

| oyal listeners, a true update as to
why we have been Podcast-only | ast
week.

Bryan holds Alex's phone in front of her. It's an incom ng
call from d arke

Al ex shakes her head and gives Bryan the "Keep Rolling"
not i on.

ALEX (cont' d)
I will be as blunt as | always have
been with you, our listeners, since |
know that | am conpletely in the
right. My conscience is clean. | have
been harassed both physically and
verbally in an effort by certain
i ndividual s at the station to renove
ny time slot fromne due to extrene
and obvi ous nepotism bei ng di spl ayed
at the station. There has not been
fromthe beginning of this incident,
until now, been a proper reason given
to me and ny teamas to why our sl ot
was vacated and given to another
host. | REPEAT, m dway through our
semester when this show neans the
nost to our careers when we | eave
college it was pulled out from our
feet. While we were given tine to
record our show as a weekly podcast,
we all are striving to work in |ive
radio and after three years, we
earned our position here at the
station.

C arke wal ks down the hallway of the building. listens to
the the studio and is yelling on the other side of the

wi ndow. He | ooks directly at Al ex. Jade sees C arke grows
nor e concer ned.
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ALEX (cont' d)
Thi s has been weeks in the making but
only recently enough facts have
accrued for a solid case. | suspect
t hat our show s grow ng ratings
protected us but | guess it just was
not enough. On every occasion since
t he seizure of our tinme slot, the
host of another show has attenpted to
silence ne fromfighting back with
physical intimdation. The first
i nci dent of harassnent | coul d not
record since | shocked nysel f, but
here are ny second and third
encounters with C arke Wl fe each on
two separate occasions.

The phone |ines have been ringing off the hook since he
menti oned the words "Major Lawsuit".

ALEX (cont' d)
The files of these two incidents can
be found on the NewsWek website,
t hey were upl oaded nere nonents ago.
| amused to discussing the
reper cussi ons of the news with our
team but never participating in it.

Al ex points toward Bryan, cueing him The short clips 64 and
81 begin to play with O arke speaking with her "friend".

ALEX (cont' d)
My requests for action by the
uni versity have fallen on deaf ears.
The O fice of Student Affairs sent ne
to the Dean of the College of
Conmruni cations office and the
secretary of the dean of
conmuni cations sent a link to book a
neeting with the dean, three weeks
fromnow, even after | described the
severity of the situation. It's a
never-endi ng | oop of effectiveness.

He | ooks at his panelists. Then at his reflection on his
| apt op.

ALEX (cont' d)
I need action now. That’s why | cane
to you all.

Al ex renoves his eyes fromhis notes and surveys his crew
The crew returns expressions of confusion and shock.



ALEX (cont' d)
Any t houghts?

FADE TO BLACK

Frantic buzzing and ringing of the crew s personal phones
and the studio's landline is heard. The banging on the
studi o door conti nues.
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